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From Our Pastor 
 

      I am just about finished with a good book. It’s 
called The Complete Idiot’s Guide to World War II and 
it is a concise history of that great war. It occurs to me 
that there is a lot we can learn from the stories of the 
people of what we now call, “The Great Generation,” 
who lived through that war. One story comes out of 
one man’s experience as an Army chaplain, and it 
taught me something powerful about worship.  
 

      Three American divisions had pressed the defend-
ing Nazi paratroopers to the tip of the Crozon Penin-
sula in southern France. In the desperate final hours 

of the battle men on both sides were 
wounded. One young warrior was brought 
to the first-aid station with a shattered leg. 
The corpsmen did what they could to 
stop the bleeding and then looked for 
someone to carry him back to the ambu-
lances. The chaplain and three other vol-
unteers lifted the litter to their shoulders 
and began the trek away from the front 
lines.  
 

      The wounded man was obviously in 
pain and as he rolled his head to the 

side he noticed the cross on the col-
lar of one of his stretcher-bearers. 

He asked, "Are you a chaplain?" "Yes, I am, son, can 
I do something for you?" "Do you know that old hymn, 
'He walks with me and He talks with me'?" "I sure do, 
want me to sing it for you?" "Better than that, Chap-
lain, you sing melody and I'll sing tenor."  
 

       Quite a few soldiers along the road lifted their 
heads in surprise as they heard, amidst the whine of 
incoming artillery shells and the rat-tat-tat of machine 
gun fire, the sound of two men singing, "And He walks 
with me and He talks with me, and He tells me I am 
His own. And the joy we share, as we tarry there, 
none other has ever known." The pain, the uncertainty 
of life, the confusion of the battle-field and the sudden 
awareness of his urgent need of something unshake-
able, caused this young man to recall the love-
relationship that must have begun long before. Chap-
lain J. Dwight Wadsworth wrote later, “How often it 
has been the case that an emergency has revealed 
the deepest and truest heart conviction?” 
 

      Worship is about enjoying the Presence of God, 
wherever I am. It begins in the depth of my relation-
ship with Christ. It is revealed in the expression of my 
true joy.                                            
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 Winter Wednesday begins February 28th 
from 2 -3 p.m. in the Gathering Room.  
We are delighted that Pastor Danhof  

will be presenting “Stump the Pastor”  
~ a friendly and enlightening game.  
Please prepare a few questions -  

things in the Bible that have puzzled you  
- and come on down -  

there will be hot coffee and treats.  
Sign up will be at the Welcome Center. 

This thought provoking article came from Janice Stiefel 
recently.  I thought you might be challenged by it as I was.                 

Editor 

ARE YOU JESUS? 
      "Excuse me, are you Jesus?"  

This is really powerful and makes one think!!!!    

      A few years ago a group of salesmen went to a regional 
sales convention in Chicago . They had assured their wives 
that they would be home in plenty of time for Friday 
night's dinner. In their rush, with tickets and briefcases, 
one of these salesmen inadvertently kicked over a table 
which held a display of apples. Apples flew everywhere. 
Without stopping or looking back, they all managed to 
reach the plane in time for their nearly missed boarding.      
   

      ALL BUT ONE !!! He paused, took a deep breath, got 
in touch with his feelings, and experienced a twinge of 
compassion for the girl whose apple stand had been 
overturned. He told his buddies to go on without him, 
waved good-bye, told one of them to call his wife when 
they arrived at their home destination and explain his 
taking a later flight. Then he returned to the terminal where 
the apples were all over the terminal floor.    
 

     He was glad he did. The 16 year old girl was totally 
blind! She was softly crying, tears running down her 
cheeks in frustration, and at the same time helplessly 
groping for her spilled produce as the crowd swirled about 
her, no one stopping and no one to care for her plight. The 
salesman knelt on the floor with her, gathered up the 
apples, put them back on the table and helped organize her 
display. As he did this, he noticed that many of them had 
become battered and bruised; these he set aside in another 
basket.      
 

     When he had finished, he pulled out his wallet and said 
to the girl, "Here, please take this $40 for the damage we 
did. Are you okay?" She nodded through her tears. He 
continued on with, "I hope we didn't spoil your day too 
badly." As the salesman started to walk away, the 
bewildered blind girl called out to him, "Mister...." He 
paused and turned to look back into those blind eyes. She 
continued, "Are you Jesus?"      
      
        He stopped in mid-stride, and he wondered. Then slowly 
he made his way to catch the later flight with that question 
burning and bouncing about in his soul: "Are you Jesus? " 
Do people mistake YOU for Jesus? That's our destiny, is it 
not? To be so much like Jesus that people cannot tell the 
difference as we live and interact with a world that is blind 
to His love, life and grace.      
 

     If we claim to know Him, we should live, walk and act 
as He would. Knowing Him is more than simply quoting 
Scripture and going to church. It's actually living the Word 
as life unfolds day to day.     
 

     You are the apple of His eye even though we, too, have 
been bruised by a fall. He stopped what He was doing and 
picked you and me up on a hill called Calvary and paid in 
full for our damaged fruit.     
 

     Sometimes we just take things for granted, when we 
really need to be sharing what we know.  

Women’s Connection 
(formerly Christian Women’s Club) 

 
 

Monday, February 12th, 12:30 - 2:00 PM 
Andres Restaurant  

23 W. Oak Street Sturgeon Bay, WI  
 

Special Feature: Best Feature Forward 
Shellie Hafman 

 
Special Speaker: Mae Robinson 

“Dreams, Disappointments, & Contentment” 
 

$12 is all inclusive  
For reservations, call Doris Henning 839-2305  

or e-mail: connect@outtech.com 
Reservations requested by Wed. Feb. 7th 

Free Nursery available by reservation. 
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Welcome to our new members 
          Jim & Kathy Springer 
          Doris Wright 
They were welcomed at the Annual Meet-
ing on January 21st.   

     Kathy grew up in Sister Bay and at First Baptist, so she 
is returning home with her husband, Jim.  Jim was an en-
gineer with paper companies and is now retired.   
      Doris moved here from St. Louis, MO where she 
raised her family and lived in the same house for  over 50 
years.  Her daughter lives in the area so she is closer to 
family.  Many friends visit her from the St. Louis area.   
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From the Desk of Dr. Dwight Perry                                               
Recently, Cynthia and I did something that we rarely do on a Tuesday morning: we spent a good part of 
the morning watch the funeral service for our 38th President, Mr. Gerald Ford. As a person who lived in 
the shadow of the Cold War, as well as the upheaval of the 1960's and the scandals of the 1970's, Ge-
rald Ford wasn't a President that I knew much about. He was not like John F. Kennedy who was a folk 
hero to a young African American like me living in Chicago. And he wasn't like Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(yes, I was named after him!) who seemed larger than life to me. President Ford seemed like a transi-
tory figure whose time in office was rather short. It turns out though, that his impact was far from invisi-
ble or feeble. Over and over again, I kept hearing words like "a man of integrity", "a man who extended 
forgiveness", "a healer of this country" and I could not help but reflect on the fact how much character 
and integrity matter. 

  

In his book Integrity, Dr. Henry Cloud uses a different word to describe the impact of a person's life. He calls it their 
"wake" as he uses the imagery of a ship's wake. In describing this concept on page 16 he would write these words in 
describing conversation he had with a CEO of a company. 
 

"One of my favorite things to do is to sit on the aft deck of a boat going across the ocean and just watch the 
wake. It is such a beautiful, ever changing creation as the ship continues on its path. You can tell a lot about a 
ship as you look at its wake. If it is in a straight line, you get a feeling that the boat is steadily on course, and 
that the captain is not dozing at the wheel, or that an engine or a shaft is not somehow out of whack. But if it is 
wavering, you begin to wonder. Also, if it smooth and flat, you know something about the speed of the boat, and 
if it is steep, you can tell something about its drag, IN OTHER WORDS WHAT THE WAKE LOOKS LIKE CAN 
TELL YOU A LOT ABOUT THE BOAT ITSELF"  
 

He goes on to say, "With people, the same thing is true. As a person goes through a company (or life) he or 
she leaves a wake behind them, as well. There are two sides of the wake: Task (or the impact of what a person 
has done), and relationships (or the impact of how they have made others successful around them)."  
 

We live in a world that has unfortunately settled for the first part as the primary definition of greatness versus the under-
standing that true greatness is not only the deeds you and I will leave behind but also the relationships we nurture and 
develop and invest in for the glory of God. 
 

The older I get the more I am continually reminded of the brevity of life. How about you? I thank God for the recent birth 
of our second grandchild, Malachi Perry. He and little Ezra are the delight of my soul. (Yes, I do have pictures of both 
my lovely grandchildren!) 
 

As I think about my loved ones, I get reflective: What type of wake am I leaving? And what will those who know me best 
say about me? What difference will it make that I even walked this earth? In my last days, will I be a person who is sur-
rounded by trophies, but am barren of fulfilling relationships?  
 

May God guide us people and as a district to be people who value excellence in all we do and pursue loving relation-
ships at every turn!                                                                                                                     (reprinted with permission) 

 
Dr. Dwight Perry is the Executive Minister of the Great Lake Baptist Conference.   

News about our International Students 
 

Jane Olson recently returned from a trip to visit international students that had lived and worked here in the last 2 years.  
She left from Green Bay and went to St. Petersburg, Russia.  While there she was entertained by Sasha (worker at 
Sonny’s).  Sasha is currently working as an interpreter and because she is not married cannot travel to other countries.  
The highlights were Christmas Eve service in a Catholic Cathedral, seeing the “Nutcracker Suite” ballet, and visiting the 
summer palace of Alexandra and Catherine.   
 

Her next stop was Odessa, Ukraine where she visited Vova, Serg, Kate, & Alex.  They also worked at Sonny’s and are 
planning on returning this summer.  They are students so their international travel is easier.  Odessa is a seaport on the 
Black Sea so they spent a lot of time near the water.  Jane visited a lot of Orthodox Cathedrals and also attended the 
ballet “Swan Lake”.  The meals that were prepared for her were similar to what they would have on special occasions.   
 

Her last stop was Bucharest, Romania to visit Laura & Anca.  Both of them have graduated from college with Anca 
working as a teaching assistant at the university.  At this time Laura does not have a job and is considering a work visa 
to the US. Unlike the other 2 countries the driving is very orderly and much like the US.  They are currently rebuilding 
the railroad system so that they have safe transportation.  It appeared to Jane there were less goods to buy in the 
stores and this city was less fashionably dressed.  Jane was moved to leave her boots with Laura’s mother and part of 
her clothes for Laura as gifts.  In their homes in Romania the rooms served a double purpose as a bedroom and dining 
room or sitting room.   
 

In all of her journeys she was treated like royalty, visited in most of the students homes, and would return in a minute. 
These visits gave her a better understanding of the culture and home lives of each of them.  

Jane lives in Ephraim and is involved in the English Classes and Adoption Program in our International Ministry.         


