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Esdras & Karen Krebsky ~  

 Latin American Missions - Brazil 
            
In January of this year, Esdras attended an inter-
national conference in Panama; he was pleased 
to meet leaders who are in agreement on goals 
and the direction of Christian camping. Esdras has 
been invited to next year's international event and 
the national conference in Bolivia, May 2011. 
  

The national conference for Brazil took place on 
May 20-23. In February 2011, some Brazilians 
might go to Argentina for training and Brazil may 
host 2 camp directors, who want to see how 
camps are managed. A camp director from Spain 
consulted with Esdras about establishing camps  
in Spain. 
  

The teen camp, which was held on April 1-4, was 
a success; 300 campers attended. Bible seminary 
students were excited about applying the skills 
learned in class. The teen camp is being planned 
for next year; the theme is radical change using 
Romans 12:1-2. 
  

Prayer requests: 1) for wisdom as they work with  
a denominational camp concerning their property 
2) for the results of a training seminar at the local 
Bible seminary 3) to pass on the belief that Chris-
tian camping ministry is one of the best allies a 
church can have to impact their community. 
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     July 4th!  Fireworks!  Picnics!  Freedom! 
Somewhere in the midst of all that celebrating we need to remember why we are having  
such a good time!  On July 4th, 1776, the United States of America adopted the Declaration of 
Independence, which formally declared its independence from Great Britain.  The war, which 
began in 1775, continued until 1783 when the Treaty of Paris officially ended it and recog-
nized the sovereignty of the United States. 
 

However, as Christians, we have something much more significant to celebrate, and we 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜ ƻǳǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΗ  ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ ōŜπ
cause Jesus Christ died so that we could be free! 
 

Lƴ wƻƳŀƴǎ р tŀǳƭ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ !ŘŀƳΩǎ 
ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΥ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ǎƛƴ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƛƴέ όрΥмнύΦ  .ǳǘ 
tŀǳƭ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳΥ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜΦ CƻǊ ƛŦ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ  
offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀōƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅέ όрΥмрύΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 
Christ, we are now free!  We are free from the penalty of sin, free from the effects of spiritual 
ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƘŜƭƭΦ  ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ōŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мрΥртύΗ 
 

On this July 4th ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΗ  !ƴŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ ƳŀȅōŜ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
our minds someone else that needs to hear the good news of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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There have been 3 events in the 2010 season. There 
are many photos on the BRIDGES web site at 
www.dcbridges.org  ~ You may wish to go there & 
get a taste 

 

 
A new ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ is beginning 

Tuesday, July 13th @ 11 AM 
This is a 7-week study on the  

Epistle of James.  
Bring your Bible, pencil & blank notebook.  

Valerie Billington will be the facilitator.  
 
 

Seminar 
Saturday, July 24th - 9 AM to Noon 

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:  
Evaluating Bible Translations  

Dr. Maurice Robinson 
 

Topics covered will include: 
A short history of Bible translation 
The different underlying Greek texts 
What difference does the method of translation 
make? 
What about gender neutral Bible translations? 
Question and answer session  

 

 

Check it Out!   
  Our library has received many 

new books for adults & teens. 

They will be available after 7/7.  
 

Coffee Shop Conversations 
  by Dale & Jonalyn Fincher 

It seems like there are as many styles of faith 

these days as there are ways to order your latte. 

This book will provide you with the tools you 

need to have meaningful conversations with 

those that donôt share your views. Youôll dis-

cover how to gently invite others to share, avoid 

the buzzwords that will stop a conversations cold 

and talk about Jesus as a unique spiritual leader.  
 

The Magnificent Obsession 
              by Anne Graham Lotz 

Are you devoted to your church or your religion, 

but still struggle with its practical relevance to 

daily life? Anne Graham Lotz has known this 

struggle too. By studying Abrahamôs life, she 

found his story held the key to satisfying a hun-

gry heart. The key - embracing a God-filled life. 

Through personal stories and inspiring insights, 

she shares the answers she found.  
 

When the Nile Runs Red by Diann Mills 

This novel is a powerful tale of love, faith, and 

courage that could have been plucked from to-

dayôs headlines. This book puts a human face on 

the suffering in Sudan. This is a riveting story of 

war, ancient hatreds, love and Godôs power. Su-

danôs beauty and tragedy will touch the soul of 

every reader.  
 

Girls Gone Wise in a World Gone Wild 
          by Mary Kassian 

In this book for teens, Mary Kassian points out 

the devastation and heartache being wild can 

bring. By using insights from Proverbs, she will 

help young women navigate the over-exposed 

messages that call us to be anything but what 

God created us to be as women. 

BRIDGES   

                Friendship  with International Students 

 

 

Singles Over 50 (SO50) 
Eat together  

Tuesday, April 20th 

@ the Patio Drive-In 

Call Betty Humke @ 854-4712 

 Following dinner - enjoy an 

óOld Fashioned Ice Cream Socialô 
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2 - Patti Wood 

3 - Brigitte Sonne 
4 - Mike Hagen 

4 - Diane Johnson 
7 - Lyn Huber 

7 - Jack McAndrews 
8 - Carol Eickhoff 

11 - Jillian Landeck 
11 - Joshua Seaquist 
12 - Winnie Jackson 

12 - LaVerne Kordon 
12 - Glenn Sitte  

18 - Glen Fagerstrom 
18 - Jerry Smuda 
19 - Bob Landeck 
19 - Judy Paulson 
20 - Marj Danhof 

20 - Faye Sitte 
22 - Jeanna Landeck 

23 - Lois Rushton 
26 - Karl Huber 

 

 

A Few Statistics... 
        Date        8:00      10:30     S.S.             Offering    
 
     May 30        78         205       39            $ 5,602.00                       
     June 6         83         148       44            $ 7,170.00  
     June 13       74         136       62            $ 2,754.00 
     June 20       86         193       41            $ 8,327.00 
     June 28       80         169       40            $ 3,150.00 
                             $27,003.00                     

High School Graduation Time 

~ Help Celebrate ~  
 

Andrew Billington (Home school) 

(son of Mark & Valerie) 

Cecelia Abshire (Gibraltar HS) 

(daughter of Greg & Pam) 

Anna Linton (Home school) 

(daughter of Tim & Cindy) 

Amanda Ouradnik (Gibraltar HS) 

(daughter of Bob & Jewel ) 
 

Saturday, July 31st - 1 to 4 PM 

First Baptist Church 

July Wedding Anniversaries  
 

4 - Vern & Doris Prenzler - 27 years 

6 - Marc & Judy Paulson - 36 years 

11 - Randy & Bonnie Stephenson - 51 years 

12 - Paul & Jan Burgess - 35 years 

12 - David & Chelsea McNeil - 2 years 

15 - Art & Lori Weborg - 21 years 

18 - Tom & Dona Pritchett - 67 years 

24 - Paul & Lois Rushton - 56 years 

30 - Keith & Vivian Nienow - 33 years 

 

 

At Lake Ellen Camp  

   July 18 - 24  

       Hannah Copiskey  

       Hope Copiskey  

       Breauna Engstrom  

       Ava Erickson  

                                   Derek Haskell  

                                   Jonathan Haskell  

                                   Brianna Jackson  

                                   Kathleen Jackson  

                                   Jacob Kordon  

                                   Jon Kordon  

                                   Sarah Linton  

                                   Shannon Martin  

                                   Gracie Richards  

                                   Autumn Scoon  

                                   Bailey Stark  

                                   Grace Zachow  

                                   Justina Zukanskaite  

 

            Anna Linton (4 -week Counselor)  

        

Pray for a life changing experience  

for these young people.  
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 MEET SEAN!  

Sean  is an international 
student from Kazakhstan 
who has been attending 
our church since May.  He 
was born in 1988 in Ka-
zakhstan to a Muslim fam-
ily, the middle child of 
three sons.  He had a 
childhood illness which 
caused him to stop breathing from time to time.  
This in turn made him think about the significance 
and meaning of life, which concerned him from 
�����Œ�o�Ç�����Z�]�o���Z�}�}���X�����^�/���Á���•�������•�‰���Œ���š�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�����u�����v�]�v�P��
of life, as I had no idea what to live this life for, and 
I began to long for the answers to the questions 
�š�Z���š�����}�v�����Œ�v�������u���X�_ 
 

�^�/�v�� �u�Ç�� �•�����Œ���Z�� �(�}�Œ�� �š�Œ�µ���� �u�����v�]�v�P�� �]�v�� �o�]�(���� �š�Z���š�� �Á�}�µ�o����
encourage me to live, I started reading the Koran.  
Every month I tried to find out something spiritual, 
and to practice it in hopes that it would bring the 
expected result.  However, I was continuously sur-
prised by what the Koran teaches.  Looking at the 
�o�]�À���•���}�(���D�µ�•�o�]�u���‰���}�‰�o�����/�����]�����v�}�š���•�������'�}���[�•���Á�}�Œ�l���]�v��
�š�Z���]�Œ���o�]�À���•�X�_ 
 

When he was 16, he left home to attend an inter-
national university in Lithuania, where he first 
heard about Christianity.  A friend invited him to a 
�����u�‰�µ�•�� ���Œ�µ�•�������� �u�����š�]�v�P�X�� �� �^�t�Z���v�� �/�� �Z�����Œ���� �š�Z����
words of Jesus in the Bible, it seemed to me like 
He was speaking to my heart:  I am the way of life.  
If you will follow me then you will do what I com-
mand you and your life will change.  At the same 
time there was a spiritual battle in my mind.  I felt 
that if there is a God, then I really wanted to know 
him.  However, I was still a skeptic, and argued all 
the time with Christians.  I wanted them to prove 
to me that Jesus was God.  I finally came to the 
conclusion to honestly see all the provident exis-
tence of God and the divinity of Jesus.  Then I un-

derstood that I have to make a decision:  to ask 
�,�]�u���š�}�����}�u�����]�v�š�}���u�Ç���Z�����Œ�š�����v�����(�}�Œ�P�]�À�����u���X�_ 
 

Sean and his older brother started attending a 
church founded by Germans, and they both ac-
cepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  When his 
parents learned of this, they gathered all the rela-
tives together to confront the boys about their 
new faith.  They were all very upset and cried.  The 
family tried to get Sean and his brother to give up 
their Christian faith, but they would not.  Sean has 
been a Christian for six years. 
 

Islam is the state religion of Kazakhstan.  When 
asked if he had seen persecution of believers in 
�<���Ì���l�Z�•�š���v�U���Z�����v�}���������U���•���Ç�]�v�P�U���^�/�v���î�ì�ì�ò�����v�����î�ì�ì�ó��
there was persecution when they tried to forbid 
Christianity, and about 2,000 Christians were 
killed.  Our pastor is in constant danger.  People 
infiltrate our church services pretending to be in-
terested, but they are really intimidating the peo-
ple, letting them know that they are being 
�Á���š���Z�����X�_ 
 

One of the shortcomings of Islam is that there is 
no promise of eternal life.  However, Muslims are 
very devout  people.  The very definition of 
�^�D�µ�•�o�]�u�_���]�•���•�}�u���}�v�����Á�Z�}���}�����Ç�•���'�}���X�����^�µ���u�]�•�•�]�}�v��
is one of their core beliefs.  The best testimony we 
can give to Muslims is to be genuine in our friend-
ship, in our faith, and in living lives of integrity.  
The way we live our lives speaks volumes. 
 

Before you share Christianity with a Muslim, find 
out what he or she actually believes �t which may 
or may not be orthodox Islam.  Ask belief ques-
tions, such as: 

What is the meaning of life? 
Is there a God?  Can we know Him? 
Has God revealed Himself to us? 
What is the nature of humankind?  If peo-
ple are basically good, why do they often 
behave so badly? 
Is there life after death? 


